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ARKO and Asia

Growing Art Exchanges with Asian Countries

Jang, Yong Suk

Director, International Exchange Team, ARKO

What Made Us Sit Together?

The International Federation of Arts
Councils and Culture Agencies(IFACCA)
Mini Summit gave a reception dinner in
Adelaide, Australia, in February 2008. Over
30 representatives from 16 countries had
dinner together. Then, an interesting scene
was created. Participants from Asian coun-
tries sat around the same table among the 6
tables, although seats at the tables were not
assigned. What made us sit together? Skin
color? Language? Geographical proximity?
Or certain common factors in culture and
history? All these reasons must have worked

in a complicated way.

We lived close to each other and were at-
tracted to each other. However, it was more
difficult for us to meet each other than meet
countries in far away places. This is testified
by the actual results of exchange and coop-
eration with countries in Asia as shown in a
report by Arts Council Korea. “Thirty Two
Years of Cultural Development in Korea’
which will soon be published indicates that
international exchange and cooperation by
Arts Council Korea before 2000 was not
diverse. Only a small number of such proj-
ects aimed at America or Europe. As a con-
sequence, exchange and cooperation with
countries in Asia were almost negligible.

There were reasons for that. The policy
priority of Arts Council Korea was to expand

creative activity of artists, enhance the right

74  Asia ARTs NETWORKS




ARKO

?.E-E-EWII S22t OLAOF

-84
e ST

0| REE RO =Tt
At 200849 29 35 off SE|o] =oflA E
IFACCA £:3]9] ghgubzt AIZE, Al 167]=10]]
A B1Q1 3001 o] AXHE & uff w22 A
o] AEHTE 7 A3t A% opdd] AA| o
A ElolE 5 g HolEol okrloF %7 &
AApEo] AFALGA Hojghe Zloft), Falo]
P25 o B2 B AU 9742 Qlof?
ofU A|2jA] R dol Z3tet SAte] of|
FewE? ofg] 71| o]} HH o g A
& Aolrk.

olglA| 7}7tolof QLI A& HeHA = oA
ob= T1Eet 252 We gl vtk AR
TH717E B ol i) Aol 2Eet T
Shof| 91 A3]7F B3l opx|ob R Ao

b sl Dt 2wk el (&
ol1F 3268 A, 20009 o
ol &919810) A LFEL Ade 94
bl R DAL
disiso] 9] ‘o4 A o2 Yol
njstolut 3 SHETR) MRS AR,
obulo} SrhETte] it Ee] AL Ao) 54|
S £ faolgld Ao ekt

22 78 4ol gl 097 qlolt 1%
oF gk slel 9l0sle] 42 S419l s of
S710) AR5 A4} o) B3 g4
AEEsl] nzal A% 5ol 9l
AR ERERE L RRES BT
o571 A Aot % Efel A

W5 AQlelAbe] AAISHz H S ) o,
SR AQle] $419lelx Welit gig vt
2, 93] ool rhEIe) mREe 47

A 3k oA

4] S-S ol Lol S Ul

AEFF=EUAQ

A, R

~ OtAlot Ofls mget i 75




of the public to enjoy culture, and preserve
and succeed to a national and traditional
culture. The table on the right shows how
the budget was executed: budget for interna-
tional exchange of culture and art is not high
in the entire budget of the Korean Culture
and Art Promotion Fund. As international
exchange was low in priority, the level of co-
operation with Asian countries was low, too.
The gap between art in Asian countries in-
cluding Korea and that of ‘developed coun-
tries’ was another factor which made Korea
places too much emphasis on exchange with

America and Europe.

New Meeting with Neighbors
However, things have become drastically
different since 2000. Arts Council Korea’s
exchange and cooperation with Asian coun-
tries has become very active. This can be
compared to a male-female relationship.
They used to seck their ideal partners living a
long way off. But as they grow older, they've
come to find the real character of the person
next to them, and the two became lovers very
quickly. Of course, this is facilitated by the
artistic achievements in Asian countries. It is
so natural to meet and cooperate with similar
countries in terms of race and culture. But
we went a long way around.

Exchange and cooperation with new
neighbors are as below.

First of all, China. Exchange projects with

197z~

1984

budget for international exchange
projects on culture and art in total
budget of the Korean Culture and
Art Promotion Fund

China began in 1995 when Arts Council
Korea signed a protocol on exchange and
cooperation with the China Federation of
Literary and Art Circles(CFLAC). At first,
the two countries had regular visits by the
personnel of the two organizations. After
2000, the two countries discussed the coop-
eration projects in earnest based on the mu-
tual trust they had built until then.

Korean performance groups have been
sent to the China International Folk Art
Festival, a triennial international arts and
culture gala, since 1998 except on one oc-
casion. It is the largest international festival
in China which introduces culture and art
from participating countries. Folk art groups
from 22 countries come to the festival to
introduce their culture and art. The Park
Jachee Sacam Dance Group was selected in

2007 to perform at the closing ceremony of
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1974 — 843,100
1984 198,335 (2.2%) 8,838,661
1994 1,594,466 (9.7%) 16,448,414
2004 2,195,362 (2.7%) 79,985,882
2007 5,137,041 (4.8%) 108,005,072
2008 5,134,524 (6.2%) 83,250,935

ChR| H3 / unit USD

1970cH2] Z2, 1973101 St o= 2IAs|2| 27| K27t S251X| oot ZHuRAY ofitS W=

SAGHL7 7} Ol S.

It was difficult to analyze the budget on international exchange projects in the early period of Arts Council
Korea as there was not enough material. Arts Council Korea was founded in 1973.
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the Festival and was very successful, being
featured on CC-TV in China.

In the year 2007, Korea had active ex-
change and cooperation with China. The
Korea-China general meeting of literary
people was organized in 2007 to commemo-
rate the 15th anniversary of establishing
diplomatic ties between the two countries.
The event was held in both Korea(October)
and China(December). Twenty three literary
people including Eun Go, Sok-yong Hwang,
Wonil Kim visited China, and 22 famous
Chinese writers visited Korea. The proj-
ect produced a desirable result, and it was
planned that the project would be expanded
into the “East Asia Literature Forum” in
2008. A big rally will be held in Seoul in

September with the subject of “Destiny of

OtAlotete] mFToIM &2 A7|S0| 2 Z4S W1

Small opportunities are making big results in the
exchange between ARKO and Asian countries.
The staffs of ARKO visiting Mongolia met the
president of Mongol University in 2007.

Contemporary Society and Literature” with

writers from Korea, China and Japan.

Big Results Made by Small Opportunities
Mongolia is a country that Arts Council
Korea has enjoyed a lot of exchanges with,
next to China. Arts Council Korea signed
a protocol for exchange and cooperation
with the Arts Council of Mongolia in 2006,
and started regular personnel exchanges.
Successive exchange and cooperation proj-

ects began with Mongolia immediately in
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2007. Sixty youths from the two countries -
thirty youths from each country-held an art
camp for 10 days in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,
last August. Several writers joined the camp
from both countries, and the youths had a
good opportunity to understand each other
and art through the camp.

In September 2008, visual artists of Korea
and Mongolia will gather in the Gobi desert
for a common project for 15 days as sug-
gested by the Arts Council of Mongolia. It
is expected that the project will be a good
opportunity to increase creative activities of
artists, build artistic partnerships, and pro-
mote cooperative relationships in culture
and art between Arts Council Korea and Arts
Council of Mongolia. The project will not
end this year, but will continue as a coopera-
tive project by changing genres each year to
literature, music and videos.

There are many reasons why cultural co-
operation with Mongolia is making rapid
progress. More than anything else, some
staffs of Arts Council of Mongolia were
selected and sent to Korea to join the Asia
Cultural Administration Training Program
for six months. It has been evaluated that the
training has contributed to building a trust
between the two countries.

The Asia Cultural Administration Training
Program is a national policy project of the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism to

promote cultural exchange and cooperation

with overseas countries. Since 2005, Arts
Council Korea has been funded by the
government to invite 3 to 4 personnel every
year from 8 major Asian countries to provide
Cultural Administration Training Programs.
A total of 12 personnel visited from
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Thailand(1 person
each), Myanmar, the Philippines(2 persons
each) and Mongolia(3 persons). As of 2008,
4 personnel from Mongolia, the Philippines,
Uzbekistan and India(1 person each) are in
the process of training. Uzbekistan and India
participated in the program for the first time
this year, and we hope to build a base for bet-
ter exchanges and cooperation with the two

countries as well.

We Need to Overcome

Regional Concentration

Exchange and cooperation with Asian coun-
tries have improved remarkably since 2000.
Not only the Culture and Arts Promotion
Fund but also the general fund increasing
projects targeting Asian regions. For in-
stance, Korean artists are visiting 44 coun-
tries in over 130 occasions in 2008. Among
them, 48 cases or 36.9% of visits are made to
Asian countries.

However, the level of exchange and co-
operation are still in their infant stage, and
there is much room for further development.
First of all, there is a regional concentra-

tion. Exchange and cooperation projects
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were limited to particular countries such as
China, Mongolia and recently, Singapore.
Also, Korea is talking about ‘Asia’” and has a
great aspiration for a ‘network’” but their con-
cepts and direction are not clear yet, which
hinders a systematic approach to exchange
and cooperation projects.

IFACCA Asian Chapter Meeting will be
held in Seoul, Korea, in early July this year
in relation to cooperation among countries
in the Asian region. We expect that coop-
eration among Asian art institutions will be
expanded through the Meeting. During the
Meeting, Arts Council Korea and National

Arts Council, Singapore will sign a MOU

for exchange and cooperation. With such
an effort, exchange and cooperation with
Singapore will become active. We expect
we can make exchanges and cooperation
with more Asian countries not to mention
countries we already have such relationships

with.

Jang, Yong Suk came to Seoul in 1988 full of dreams, and

has studied sociology and art management, and currently

conducts research on culture and art and their policy in North

Korea. He began to work in Arts Council Korea in 1994, and

now works as a director of the International Exchange Team.
He dreams a dream in which he is talking about art from a

united Korea and social integration with young students

someday in future.

translated by Park, Chang Young

> OLAJO} Ol mRet i 81




