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1 ᪅۹ ႅ ❭❑ᨱ a۵ߑ թࠥ ᪍௹? (ᰁ᜽ ⋉ྖ) ɡ៥... (ၝ฾) ฿ᦥ. 
᳡ ၵᅕ zḡ. ӹࠥ ə౑ ߑ ᄥಽ ᦩ ᳬᦥ⧕... ə௹ࠥ ᪅۹ Ñʑᕽ ᅝ௹? 
ᯕ౑ ۵⪵ݡ ᵝಽ ᵲ᫵⦽ ᔍÕ Ḣᱥᨱ ॒ᰆ⦽݅. ࢹᮡ ❭❑ᨱᕽ อӹŁ, 
Ñʑᕽ ࢹอ᮹ ⋉ྖᮥ ӹ٩݅.
 ֘⥭ฎᜅ ऽ௝ษ 「⟝ᜅ✙ ┍」 1⪵ᨱ ӹ۵ ᪥ᄞ⯩ ᯕ᯦⧩݅.  
❭❑ᨱᕽ ə ᧁෝ อԁ ᔾbᨱ ᵝᯙŖᮡ ॅ஍݅. ᖁᔾܹᯕ ॒ᰆ⧩Ł  
ᙹᨦᯕ ᜽᯲ࡹᨩ݅. 
ᵝᯙŖᮡ ᔢֱᨱ  
዁ḥ݅. “ӽ ⧎ᔢ  
ᩩၝ⧩ḡอ ᱱᱱ ޵ 
ᝍ⧕ḡŁ ᯩᨕ.  
ๅᯝ ᖙᔢᮡ ޵  
ԁ⋕ಽᬭḡŁ  
᜽ҥ్ᬭᲙ. ᪅۹  
ქÑᬕ ⦹൉௝Ł  
ᔾb⧩۵ߑ ձ ᬑᩑ⯩ 
อԍᨕ. խ ٥Ǎ᧝  

1 There’s a party tonight… (Pause) I’m not big on parties. 
(Embarrassed) Me either, they’re dumb… but I promised I’d go so 
I’ll be there. If you decide to go too then maybe I’ll see you?
 This is the kind of conversation that leads up to a crucial 
event. The two meet up at the party and share an intimate 
silence.
 :DWFKLQJ�WKH�ðUVW�HSLVRGH�RI�WKH�1HWñL[�VHULHV�)LUVW�.LOO��
I could identify with the main character. She’V�H[FLWHG�DW�WKH�
thought of running into the other girl later that night. The 
teacher enters and class begins. The lead falls into a funk.  
“I’ve always been sensitive. But it’s getting worse. Every day 
the world is a little sharper, a little louder. But today, just when 
I think it’s too much, I bumped into you. Who are you, Calliope 
Burns? Where have you been all this time?” Our character’s 
crush is late to class. “I can’t shake the fear that as soon as  
I blink, you’ll disappear. You’UH�QRW�P\�ðUVW�FUXVK��1RW�HYHQ�P\�
VHFRQG��%XW�WKLV�RQH�IHHOV�GLσHUHQW��0RUH�LQWHQVH��OLNH�,�NQRZ�
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⋝ญ᪅⟹ ჩᜅ? ᪽ ᯕᱽ᧝ ӹ┡ԍᨕ?” ᬑญ۵  
ḡbᔾᮥ ᔍ௲⦽݅. “٩ᮥ ʽዂᯕ۵ ᙽe օa  
ᔍ௝ḩʭ ᅱ ࢱಅᬭ. խ ԕ ℌᔍ௲ᯕ ᦥܩ᧝.  
  .௝ݍ ḡ. ⦹ḡอ ᯕჩᨵ ۱ӭᯕܩჩṙࠥ ᦥ ࢱ
  v಍⧕ ᬑฑ Ύ ᯕ൥ḩ ä zᦥ. əí ޵
ᨙᱽᯙḡ ༉ෝ ᐱ.”1 
 ᯕäᮡ ᩍᯱෝ ᔍ௲⦹۵ ᩍᯱ᮹ ऽ௝ษ݅.  
Ⴁ❭ᯕᨕa ᨕậŁ །ᜅ░ ᔍՆ⦹۵ Ḳᦩᯕ  
ᨕậŁ ⦹໑ ᖅ໦⧁ ᙹࠥ ᯩāḡอ ԕa ʑ݅ญ۵ äᮡ əa əෝ  
ᳬᦥ⦹Ł, ݅aaಅŁ Ǣญ⦹Ł, ┡ᯕၮᮥ ᰍŁ, əí ᯹ ᦩ۵ࡹ ᰆ໕ᯕ݅.
 .Ł, Ύ ᇺᨕ ┅ᜅ⦹Ł, ᪘ᮥ ᬡ⍽ᶵ݅⦹⪵ݡ ᮡ ༙ᮥ ⮵ॅÑญ໑ࢹ 
༙ᮥ ᇺᯕʑ ᭥⧕ ᗱŝ ᗱᯕ ᕽಽෝ ၡŁ, ḡ⩶ḡྜྷᮥ ⪽ᬊ⧕ ٥a ٥Ǖ 
ॅᨕ ᪍ฑ݅. ྕᦥḡĞ ℕญa ु ᄲᯕ ˉḡŁ, ⦽ ໦ᯕ ݅ෙ ⦽ ໦᮹  
༊ᮥ ྙ݅. ᯕ᧝ʑ۵ ə ᦥᯕᨱíಽ չᨕe݅.

2 ʑᨖᮥ Ñᜍ్ ᪍௝a໕ ᇡᨭ᮹ ᨥษa ਁ᪅ෙ݅. ἝəญŁ ᦪᦥ  
  .ᨥษ᪡ ⊽Ǎॅ ޹⦹ ʑࠥ ᄥᦩe ᬤʑࠥݡෝ ˉ ບᮝ໑ ᙹǑࢱ⪚

we’re going to happen. I just don’t know when.” 1

 This is a drama about a girl who loves a girl. Sure, it could 
also be described as a show about vampires and monster 
hunters, but the scenes I wait for are the ones where the lead is 
crushing on the other girl, scheming to get close, looking for  
an opening, and failing.
 The two girls sway as they talk, they cling to each other 
and kiss, they clasp each other’s clothes. Hands push hands  
as they try to get closer, one lifts the other using whatever 
furniture or features are in hand. They are completely entranced. 
A jar of glacé cherries breaks; one bites the neck of the other. 
The story shifts to the other character.

2 I follow the thread of my memory back and see an image  
RI�P\�PXP�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��FURXFKHG�RQ�WKH�ñRRU�ZLWK�KHU�
friends. They are cracking walnuts, chatting, bursting into 
laughter. I remember this moment of peace as being almost 
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ə ᙽeᮥ ᝁᖒᨱ aʭᬕ ⠪⪵ಽ ʑᨖ⦽݅. əॅᯕ ႑ᇡ෕݅Ł ⦹໕ᕽࠥ  
Ʌᯕӹ Ⅹ⎽ภᮥ ບ۵ ⧪᭥a Ҿӹḡ ᦫʑෝ ၵ௝ʑࠥ ⧩݅. ə్݅  
ᄉ ᗭญa ᬙญŁ ⦽ ᔍ௭ᯕ ԕ ᱶᝁ ᳡ ᅱ, ⦹໑ ᯝᨕӽ݅. ⩅ᨕḩ  
᜽eᯕ݅. “ᯱʑ᧝, ӹ e݅.” ⦹Ł ⦽ ໦ᯕ ᯝᨕᕽ໕ ٥Ǎ ⦹ӹa ⪵ᇥŝ 
ᕽญ┽⏊ᮡ ԕᯝ aᲙaāԱŁ ྜ۵݅. 
 “ᔍᝅ ᯕॅ ัŁࠥ ޵ ฯᮡ ᗭ֡ॅᯕ ᨞⯩Łᖅ⍽ ᯩᨩ݅.”2

 ᨥษ ⊽Ǎ ঙॅᮡ aҵ ᬑญ Ḳᨱᕽ ⦹൜ႅ ᅕԕŁ u݅. ᬑญ۵  
ᰁॅʑ Ḣᱥʭḡ ᰆӽᮥ Ù݅a ᕽಽ ༙ᮝಽ ༙ᮥ ʵᦥྪ}۵ ༙᝙ᬡᮥ 

໦ᯕ ⦽ ໦᮹ ༙ ᭥ᨱ ᪍௝ ⦽ ,ߑ۵⧩

┡ ⯹̰ Ḵ٥෕Ł, Ḵ٥෕۵ ᜽eᯕ  
᪅௹ࡹ໕ ᚉᗭญෝ ᮹᜾⧩݅. 
         “ə۵ zᮡ ᖒᄥ᮹ ᦥᯕॅᯕ  
 ᨱᕽ ᯹ ভ ‘᮹ࠥ⊹ ᦫí’ ᕽಽෝݡ⋊ ⦽
‘ᖒᱢᮝಽ ᯱɚ⦹۵’ ᯝᯕ ᰇᦹ݅Ł  
៝݅. əॅᮡ อḡŁ ┅ᜅ⦹໕ᕽ  
ᕽಽෝ ᖒᱢᮝಽ ᯱɚ⧩݅. ə۵  
“ᖒᱢ ᯱɚ”ᮥ “ᱱᧂᯕ ᇥእࡹŁ,  

divine. I used to wish they’d go on eating the tangerines and 
chocolate forever, I didn’t care how full they were. Then  
a phone rings and someone remembers she must get going 
and hurriedly gathers her things. It is time to leave. “I’OO�EH�Rσ��
honey,” she says. Others ask her if she’ll come by to pick up  
the potted plant and the beans tomorrow.
 And more girls were involved.2

  7KH�GDXJKWHUV�RI�0XP’s friends would sleep over at ours 
from time to time. We’d play and wrestle each other to the 
ground, laying on top of one another for fun until bedtime.  
We’d be aware of the sound of our own breathing when we 
press each other down for a beat longer than seems necessary.
 He wrote that when children of the same sex slept in the 
same bed they often “unintentionally” generated “sexual irritation” 
LQ�HDFK�RWKHU�>ř@�+H�GHƂQHG�œVH[XDO�LUULWDWLRQŔ�DV�œSXGHQWLDO�
turgescence with secretion of mucus and involuntary twitching of 
the neighboring muscles.” 3 
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ᯙᱲ⦽ ɝᮂॅᯕ ᇩᙹ᮹ᱢᮝಽ  
ᦑൊÑญ໑ ᮭᇡa ᇡ⣡ᨕ ᪅෕۵ ä”
ᮝಽ ᱶ᮹⧩݅.”3

3 ᯝᨧᯕ ษᮭᯕ ॅஉ۵ ԁᯕ໕  
Õྜྷ अ⠙ᮝಽ ӹa }ၙෝ  
ǍĞ⦹Ñӹ ▦ ኩ ๅᱱ  
ɝ⃹ෝ ࠭ᦥ ӹ᪅Ł۵ ⧩݅.  
༑௹ Ʊᝅᮥ ዁Კӹ᪅۵ ӹෝ  
ᅕŁ ԕ ນภᗮᨱ ᯩ۵ ᦥᯕa ঑௝ 
ӹ᪡ᵝʑෝ ၵ௝ʑࠥ ⧩޹ ä zḡอ, 
ə౑ ᯝᮡ ᯝᨕӹḡ ᦫᦹ݅. ӹ۵ ⪝
ᯱᕽ ə ᯝᯕ ḡĉᬭḩ ভʭḡ ⦹Ł, ݅᜽ Ʊᝅᨱ ॅᨕa ᦪᦹ݅. ᳦ᯕ ᬙ
ญŁ ༉ॅࢱ ᇡᔑᜅ౞í ᝁၽᰆ  
ᦿᨱᕽ ᯱʑ ᝁၽᮥ ₺ʑŁ ᯩᮥ ভ ԕa ᝁĞ ᥑ۵ ᦥᯕ۵ ᯙᔍั Ҿᨱ 
ྜŅ ⧩݅. ᦥʭ Ñʑᕽ ྱ ⧩ᨕ? 
 ᯕäᯕ ԕa ʑᨖ⦹۵ Ł॒⦺Ʊ᮹ ᰆ໕ᯕ݅.

3 On days when I felt restless, I’d go round behind the  
school building and look at ants or walk to the empty snack 
VKRS�DQG�EDFN��0D\EH�,�ZDV�KRSLQJ�WKH�JLUO�RQ�P\�PLQG�ZRXOG�
spot me and sneak out of the classroom too, but she never  
did. I’d wander about until I get tired of it and eventually return 
to my desk. When the bell rings, in the bustle of everyone 
crowding around the shoe lockers to retrieve their shoes,  
the girl I was into would speak to me and ask what I’d been 
doing outside earlier.
 A memory from high school.
 Hand-washing station, tennis, barley tea, evening, 
schoolyard, apricot blossoms, pat bingsu, school gate,  
school trips, fans, mid-terms, dust, smell of sweat, errands, 
desk, multimedia, grasshopper, note—all words that recall  
any number of memories from those days.
 ,Q�������ZKHQ�0DUJDUHW�0HDG�ZDV�VHYHQ��VKH�PHW�D�\RXQJ�
woman on a train to Philadelphia and was “strangely attracted” 
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 ᙹ࠸a, ▭ܩᜅ, ᅕญ₉, ᱡ֢, ᬕ࠺ᰆ, ᔕǍΤ, ➆ኺᙹ, Ʊྙ ᦿ,  
ᙹಉ⫭, ᖁ⣮ʑ, ᵲeŁᔍ, ຝḡ, ড ԥᔩ, ᝍᇡ෥, ₦ᔢ, ມ❑ၙॵᨕ,  
ႊᦥˉእӹ ἞ḡ zᮡ ݉ᨕᨱᕽࠥ ᨝ษुḡ Ł॒⦺Ʊ᮹ ᯝᮥ ʑᨖ⧕ԝ  
ᙹ ᯩ݅. 
  “ษÑภ ၙऽ۵ ᯝŒ ᔕᯕ1908֥ ޹, ⦥௝ߙ⦝ᦥ⧪ ʑ₉ᨱᕽ  
ᱫᮡ ᩍᯱෝ ⦽ ໦ อԍ݅. ə֡۵ ᯕ ᩍᖒᨱí ‘ཹ⦹í ҭญ۵’ qᱶᮥ 
۱ͩ݅. 4֥ ⬥ ə ᩍᯱa ษÑภ᮹ ᔗᮝಽ ݅᜽ ॅᨕ᪵݅.”4 

4 ӹ۵ ᯝᔢᮥ እᯝᔢᮝಽ อॅᨕᵝÑӹ ӹෝ  
᪥ᱥ⯩ ᯝᔢᨱ ᦩ₊᜽┍ ݡᔢᮥ ₟۵݅.5 əÕ ԕ  
⊽Ǎॅࠥ ษ₍aḡᩍᕽ ⦽ ໦ᮡ ᜽ෝ ᥕ݅. əᨱí  
“᫵᷹ ᨕਅ ʑᇥᮝಽ ᔍܩ?”, “ྕᜉ ʑݡಽ ᔍܩ?”  
ྜྷᮝ໕ ⊽Ǎ۵ ั⦽݅. “ʑᇥᯕӹ ʑݡ ᨧŁ... Ύ  
฿۵ ᔍ௭ᯕ௲ ᔍ۵ ᔢᔢ⧕. ԕa ə ᔍ௭ ၽč⦹Ñӹ  
ၽč۵ࡹ ᔢᔢ. ə౑ ၙ௹ಽ ქ◉.”
 ᯕ ᔍ௭ŝ ӹ۵ ᱡ᯲ǭᯕӹ ᥑ۵ ྙᱽ, ᫵᷹  
ᯞ۵ äᯕӹ ŝ᫙⧕ᵝ۵ ᜽ᯙᨱ š⦽ ᰂᮥݕ ӹ٩݅. ᔑ₦ᮥ ⦹݅a  

WR�KHU��)RXU�\HDUV�ODWHU��WKDW�ZRPDQ�UHHQWHUHG�0DUJDUHW’s life[.] 4

 
4 I search for someone or something to make my ordinary 
OLIH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�RU�WR�DQFKRU�PH�LQ�WKH�HYHU\GD\�5 Same goes 
for my friends, which is why one of them writes poetry.  
When I ask this friend what she’s feeling these days,  
what she hopes or prospects to get  through the day, she says,  
“I don’t know about hopes and feelings... but I do imagine 
myself living with someone who’V�MXVW�WKH�ULJKW�ðW��,�LPDJLQH�
ðQGLQJ�WKDW�SHUVRQ�RU�WKDW�SHUVRQ�ðQGLQJ�PH��7KDW’s the future 
that keeps me going.”
 This friend and I like to discuss copyright issues, writing, 
what we’ve been reading, and the poets she’s been tutoring. 
We go on walks and discuss poems about walking. Sometimes 
we’ll talk about a poem without realizing we’re thinking of two 
GLσHUHQW�SRHPV��7KLV�IULHQG�LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZLOO�ðQG�VRPHWKLQJ�
WR�OLNH�LQ�VRPHWKLQJ�VKH�KHDUV�LQ�SDVVLQJ�IRU�QR�VSHFLðF�UHDVRQ��
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ᔑ₦ᯕ ॒ᰆ⦹۵ ᜽ෝ ᦭ಅᵝʑࠥ ⦽݅. ə ᙽe ਁ᪍ญ۵ äᮡ ᕽಽ ݅ෙ  
᜽ᯙߑ, zᮡ äᮥ ᯕ᧝ʑ⦽݅Ł ᔾb⦹໑ ⦽ₙ ਁु݅. ᯕ ᔍ௭ᮡ aҵ  
٥Ǒaa ḡӹaॐᯕ ⦽ ัᨱ ݡ⧕ᕽ ə ัᯕ əՆ ᳬ݅Ł ั⦽݅. ஜŝ 
ᔢšᨧᯕ ᨙᨕෝ ᨙᨕಽ ᷱʑ۵  
  .ಆᯕ ᯕ ᦥᯕᨱí ᯩ݅Ł ᩍʕ݅܆
ᯕ ᦥᯕ۵ ᯱᝁ᮹ ᰍᵝෝ ᯙᱶ⦹ḡ  
ᦫ۵݅. ԕa ྙ⦺ᔢ ᝍᔍ᭥ᬱᯕ  
  .ʑ ᱥʭḡ ᦥษ əౕ äᯕ݅ࡹ
ə్ܩ ྙ⦺ᔢ ᝍᔍ᭥ᬱᯕ əෝ  
ᯙᱶ⧕ᵝᨩᮝ໕ ᳬā݅.
 ə۵ ᨝ษ ᱥ ᯝ⦹۵ Ŕᨱᕽ ⫭᜾ᨱ aí ߑ۵ࡱ ᔾbอ ⧕ࠥ  
ḡ൉⧁ ä z݅໑ ᳑ɩอ ᯱญෝ ḡ┅݅ ᪍ Ñ௝Ł ⧩݅. ᔍ௭ᯕ ฯᮡߑ 
ᬱᚎᯕࢱ₞ Ùญ໕ ᨕਂ⦹ԱŁ Òᱶ⦹۵ əᨱí “ᖙᔢ ฾⦹ʑ ᱥᨱ  
ዉญ ᪡.”௝Ł ั⧕ᵝᨩ݅.

5     “ḡ൉⧕ᕽ ᵝญෝ ✝݅۵ ัᯕ ᯩ݅.”6 
 『ǭ┽』᮹ ℌ ྙᰆᮡ ḡ൉⧉ᨱ š⧕ vಆ⦹í ั⦹۵ äᮝಽ  

I think of her as someone who has the capacity to delight in 
language as language, regardless of meaning. She doesn’t 
recognize her own talent. This is unlikely to change unless  
I wind up on a judging panel of a literary award. I’d really love it 
LI�VKH�GRHV�UHFHLYH�WKDW�UHFRJQLWLRQ�IURP�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�SUL]H�MXU\�
one day.
 She had to go to an after-work thing recently and said 
she’d make her escape as soon as possible, she dreaded  
KRZ�WHGLRXV�LW�ZRXOG�EH��:KDW�LI�VKH�FDXJKW�PRQNH\SR[�EHLQJ�
around all those people. I told her to hurry back before  
the world ends.
 
5 There’s an expression: to twist someone’s limbs out of 
boredom.6

 The anthology Ennui opens with this impactful sentence 
RQ�ERUHGRP�WKDW�HσHFWLYHO\�GLVSHOV�P\�ERUHGRP��ȑ(QQXLȒ�LV� 
DQ�HPRWLRQ�WKDW�VSULQJV�IURP�KDYLQJ�WRR�KLJK�RI�DQ�H[SHFWDWLRQ�
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ḡ൉⧉ᮥ a᜽í ⧕ᵝᨩ݅. ǭ┽۵ ᔗᨱ ʑݡ⊹a թྕ ׳ᦥᕽ ᔾʑ۵  
qᱶᯕ݅.
  ӹ۵ ႅ܇í ᨕॹaෝ ØŁ ᝗Ñӹ ♕ɝ ᜽eᨱ ₉a ส⯱ ä  
zᮝ໕ aʭᬕ ᙝ⦲༑ᮥ ᔑ₦⦽݅. ᙝ⦲༑ᨱᕽ ӹ۵ ࠥᱡ⯩ ḡӹ⋁ ᙹ  
ᨧ۵, ӹෝ ݏᮡ ॐ⦽ ⦽ ჭ᮹ ᪘ᮥ อӹí ݅ࡽ. ᯕŔᨱᕽ ᗭእ⦹݅  
⫊⠱⧕ḡŁ ᝗݅Ł ᔾb⧩݅.
  ۵ܩ໦᮹ ቭ௽ऽಽ ᯕ෥ӽ ॵᯱᯕթ ษa౼ ⪙᭑. ə᮹ ᨕນ࠺ 
ऽ౩ᜅ᙮ᨱᕽ ᯝ⧩݅. ࠩᯕ ฯḡ ᦫᦹḡอ Ⓧญᜅษᜅa ࡹ໕ ᨕນ۵ܩ  
⪙᭑ŝ ᯱๅෝ Łɪ ႒⪵ᱱᨱ ߑಅa aॵÕᮥ ᔍÑӹ, ॵ┉ᜅ ᧅ ᳕ᜅᨱ 
aᕽ ऽ౩ᜅෝ อॅ ໕ᮥ Ł෕Ņ ⧩݅.7  
 ʡԉᙽ ᩎ᜽ ঙᮥ ௥⥥ಽ౭ᨱ ߑಅa ⯑ᔪ ฑ։ ᖵ⊁ෝ ᔍᵝᨩ݅.  

əอ aᯱŁ ḡ൉⧕⦹۵ ঙᨱí  
ᱱᝍᮥ ᧞ᗮ⦹໑ ᙝ⦲ᮥ ĥᗮ⧩݅.  
ə᮹ ٩ᮡ ᙝ⦲༑ᨱᕽ ኼԍŁ,  
ᦩ༊ŝ ᝅ൉ᩄᨱ۵ ᱱᬱ᮹ ⋎₍ᯕ 
঑௝ֵ݅݅. 

  ⦽ǎ᮹ ษa౼ ⪙᭑ᮡ ᩕᝍ⯩ 

of life.
 When I feel like going for a night stroll or want to avoid  
WKH�HYHQLQJ�WUDτF��,�JR�WR�D�QHDUE\�VKRSSLQJ�PDOO�WR�ZDON��
There I will come across that one item of clothing I simply 
cannot walk past because for it seems to resemble me. I’ll 
think about how I’d love to consume until I destroy myself.
 0DUJDUHW�+RZHOO�LV�D�IDVKLRQ�GHVLJQHU�IDPRXV�IRU�KHU�
eponymous clothing brand. She grew up working at her 
mother’s dress shop. They weren’W�ZHOO�Rσ�EXW�DW�&KULVWPDV��
her mother would take Howell and her sisters to pick out 
cardigans or cotton dress fabric at a fancy department store 
like Dickins & Jones.7 
 .LP�1DPVRRQ��ZKR�RQH�FRXOG�GHVFULEH�DV�.RUHD’s 
0DUJDUHW�+RZHOO��ZRXOG�WDNH�KHU�GDXJKWHU�WR�D�5DOSK�/DXUHQ�
shop and buy her white linen shirts. Her daughter would get 
ERUHG�DQG�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�JR�KRPH��EXW�.LP�ZRXOG�JR�RQ�
browsing, promising they’d have a good lunch afterward. 
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᪘ᮥ ᯦ᨩ݅. ⦥᫵⦹໕ ℁⦺ࠥ ჩᅖ⧩݅. ࠩᯕ ᳑ɩ ᔾʑ໕ ႒⪵ᱱᨱ  
݅֡᪉ अ ᩎ᜽ እ᝝ ä ⦹ӹ ᔍᕽ ᪅௹ ᯦۵ í ᳬḡ ᥙߑᨧ۵ ߑ  
ʑᬤݡᅱ᧝ ḱอ ۹ᨕӽ݅໑ ᝙Ǎಅෝ ᴥᦦ᜽⧩Ł, Ñญᨱᕽ ษᮭᨱ  
ऽ۵ ྜྷÕᮥ Õḥ ԁᨵ ࠩᯕ ȡ⦹ḡ ᪘ᮡ ⮵⦹݅໑ ɚ݉

ᮥ ᪅u݅.
  “əŔ ᩍᯱॅ ༉ࢱa ऽ్⍅ ᦥᵭษ⃹ౝ ᔢᜅ౞

Ñӹ ᬑญ ᨥษ⃹ౝ ᫙ŁḲᯕᨩ݅. əॅᮡ ᯱᝁᯕ  
ᨕਅ ᔍ௭ᯙḡ ᦥ۵ ᔍ௭⃹ౝ ั⦹۵ ჶᯕ ᨧᨩŁ  
չᨕ᪉ ᔗ᮹ Ł}ෝ ᯕ⧕⦹۵ ä zḡࠥ ᦫᦹḡอ  
อ ᅕ໕ ᖙᔢᔍෝ ݅ ёŁ ᯩ۵ ॐ⧩݅.”8࠺⧪

6 ᬑญ۵ ᖙᔢᨱᕽ aᰆ ᵲ᫵⦽ ᔍ௭ᮥ อӹ໕  
ᖙᔢᮥ ᦚʑ ᜽᯲⦽݅. ᱶ⊹ᱢᮝಽ ᪍ၵ෕ḡ ᦫᮡ  
  ນෝᮁ ࡽäᮡ ྜྷುᯕ໑ ᥙ༉ᨧŁ ༜ ۵ݡ⧔ ᮥݕ׮
ḡ̥ᯙ݅. ݡ⪵᮹ Ҿᨱ ᯕ౑ ӹෝ ਁӹḡ ั௝Ł  
  ᇡ⦹ʑෝ ᯫḡ ᦫ۵݅. ྜྷುᯕḡ. ӹᨱíࠥ օaݚ
⦥᫵⦹݅. 

.LP�KDG�DQ�H\H�IRU�IDVKLRQ�DQG�VKRS�DVVLVWDQWV�ZRXOG�JLYH�
compliments on her sense of style wherever she went.
 .LP�YHKHPHQWO\�ZRUH�KHU�FORWKHV��+HU�SULQFLSOH�
conveniently changed when she went shopping. Whenever  
she came into some money, she’d head to the department 
VWRUH�WR�EX\�WKDW�RQH�H[SHQVLYH�LWHP�VKH�FRXOG�ZHDU�IRU� 
a good long time. She would tell herself that hunting down for 
cheap clothes is a crime that only led to clutter, but when she 
spotted a keeper in a street stall, she would run to the other 
H[WUHPH�DQG�VD\�LW�ZDV�PRQH\�WKDW�ZDV�UDUH�DQG�FORWKHV�FRXOG�
be found everywhere.
 And I remember [the women] all crude like Mrs. Drucker or 
ƂHUFH�OLNH�P\�PRWKHU��7KH\�QHYHU�VSRNH�DV�WKRXJK�WKH\�NQHZ�ZKR�
they were, understood the bargain they had struck with life, but 
they often acted as though they knew.8

 
6 We begin badmouthing the world when we meet our most 
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 ᬑญ۵ ᖙᔢ᮹ ᨕॵᨱࠥ  
ᱶᮥ ᇺᯕḡ ༜⦹݅a อӽ݅.  
ӹ۵ əᨱí ၹ⦹Ł, əࠥ ⦹ᩍe 
ӹᨱí ၹ⦽݅. ᬑญ۵ ᖙᔢ᮹  
ᨧᮭᨱ š⦹ᩍ ᝅ⍘ ਁु݅.  
ᥑ౩ʑ᧝, ḡ᪆ᯕ᧝, ᩑ᪆ᯕ᧝.  
əäอᯕ ᬑญෝ ⇽ɝᨱᕽ  
  .ᩍӹí ⧕ᵡ݅״
 “ၹӹᱩ ႑ ┡Ł ԉ᮹ ӹ௝ ᱩᄞʭḡ aᕽ ⦽ Ñ௝Ņ ᜾ᮡ ʑ෥  
ԥᔩ ⣮ʑ۵ qᯱ⛡ʡ aᰆᯱญa Ñྨ⧕ḥ ᧲႑⇵ ᯦ᨱ քŁ ᦚŁ  
ᔝ┅ʑ, ŁŁ⦹ḡࠥ ᨕᩍᒹḡࠥ ᦫŁ ᮭᬙ⧕ḡḡࠥ ⇵ᰂ⧕ḡḡࠥ ༜⦽ 
ŉ༊ᨱᕽ ྱ ⦹ӹ ᅕŁ ۱ӥ ä ᨧӹ ࢱญჩÑญʑ, ⦹᧡ ນญ ⫭ᔪ ນญ 
 ᯙॅ ᕽռᯕᕽ ัࠥ ༙Ḵࠥ ᨧᯕ ᅕऽíᯥ ⦹۵ Ñ ǍĞ⦹ʑ, ᪽ ๅჩי
ᥑʑ۵⍅ֶ ᦥᛍᬭ⦹ḡࠥ ᦫᮥ äॅᮥ a܆⦽ ༉ु Ğᬑ᮹ ᙹᨱ ݡእ⧕ 
᝙ḫᨕḡŁ ݅۵ܩa ᔾb⦹ʑ, ⦹൉ 48อ ᬱḽญ ⪙▵ᨱᕽ ࠩ ᦥʭᬭ

⦹۱௝ ᫶᳑ᨱᕽ ༜ ӹ᪅ʑ, ᱽၽ ᦥྕࠥ ᦥྕ ัࠥ Ùḡ ษ௝ ⦹۵  
٩ᮝಽ ࠭ᦥ݅ܩʑ, ਁӹʑಽ ⦽ ԁᅕ݅ ޵ ዁ෙ ქᜅ⢽ ᦭ᦥᅕʑ,  

valued person. We make politically incorrect jokes, spout idle, 
mean-spirited humor. And at the end of every conversation, 
we always remember to say, Please don’t leave me. Of course 
not. I need you too.
 We meet after all the listless, fruitless searches for love.  
I fall for her, and she, in any case, falls for me too. We 
rant about the emptiness of the world. It’s all bullshit, hell, 
purgatory. This is the only thing that releases us from having  
WR�JR�WR�ZRUN�WKH�QH[W�GD\�
 “$IWHU�KDOI�D�GD\�RQ�D�VKLS�WR�JHW�WR�VRPH�EOXσ�LQ�VRPH�
other land, all we did was: eat cold fried potatoes that stank of 
grease and cabbage that had darkened around the edges; look 
around alleys that weren’t quaint or pretty but stopped short 
of being bleak or dirty to see if there was something to do, 
see, feel; watch a few hoary folks playing board games without 
speaking or moving; wonder why I always overpack my bags 
with things I’d never use, need, or even miss to prepare for 
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ਁӹʑಽ ⦽ ԁᅕ݅ ޵ ዉญ ਁӹʑᐱᯕᨩ݅. Ñʑ۵ ᮁ໦⦽ ᯲⣩ॅ᮹  
႑Ğᯕ ࡹᨩ݅۵ ᱩĞࠥ ᯩŁ, ᜽ᬱ⦹Ł ⚍ၶ⦽ ᮭᦦ ᩑᵝa ᔩᨕӹ᪅۵ 
⟮ࠥ ᯩŁ, ᦥྕࠥ Ùᮭ ᦫ۵ ᯕ ᧁๅ⦽ ĥᱩᨱ ᪉ Ù ᅕ໕ ᯱʑ কᨱ  
  ┡ʑ ,ߑᔍᩑ ᯩᮥ ä zᮡ உԕʑॅࠥ ᯩ۵ ᖍӹ௝ দҾᯕᨩ۵ ⦽݉ݡ
॒॒ ʑ┡ ॒॒ ྱa ฯᦹ۵ߑ, ᨕậ໕ ᔕ໕ᕽ Ύ ݅᜽ ⦽ჩ ᪅Ł ᝗݅Ł  
ᔾb⦹í ࢁ ᙹࠥ ᯩᮥ ▱ߑ...... 
ӹ⦽▭۵ ᜾ݚ ⋕ᬕ░ᨱ  
ᮭᗭÑಽ ✡ᨕ״ᮡ ▵౩እᱥ  
ᯱส⃹ౝ ٩ᨱ ॅᨕ᪅۵ í  
ᨧᨩ݅. ᰆᗭࠥ ᦥܩŁ  
ᦥྕäࠥ ᦥܩᨩ݅.”
  ə۵ ԕa ᔍ۵ ࠥ᜽ᨱ š
⧕ ៝݅.
 “ə ࠥ᜽ࠥ ə఍݅.  
⇽ᰆᮝಽ ⦽ ჩ ᩢ⪵ ᅕ్ ⦽ ჩ, 
  ჩᮥ ₟ᦹḡอ Ñʑᕽ Ñʑ ࢱ
⧁ ভ ə Ñʑॅ ᵲ ⦹ӹᩡ݅. (...) 

every imaginable possibility; stay in the bathtub trying to get 
my money's worth of the 400 USD a night hotel room; walk 
about with eyes that say ‘Please no one talk to me’; look for 
bus tickets leaving earlier than our scheduled return date; 
OHDYH�HDUOLHU�WKDQ�SODQQHG��7KLV�SODFH�KDG�D�PDJQLðFHQW�YLHZ�
that appeared as the background of many famous works,  
had pubs that played refreshing, rustic music, and also had 
drifters who must each have some sort of a story to have 
YLVLWHG�WKH�HQG�RI�DQ�LVODQG�LQ�WKH�Rσ�VHDVRQ��,W�DOVR�KDG�� 
and it also had....  it could be the sort of place one would really 
KRSH�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�DW�OHDVW�RQFH�PRUH��DQG�\HW����1RWKLQJ�UHDOO\�
caught my attention, as if I was staring at captions on a muted 
79�LQ�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�DQ�HDWHU\��)RU�PH��LW�ZDVQ’t a place, it wasn’t 
anything.”
 She wrote about my city: 
 “,W�ZDV�QR�GLσHUHQW��,’d visited twice, once for work and 
RQFH�WR�VHH�ðOPV��DQG�LW�VWLOO�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�SODFHV�
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ᨕằḡ ᖙ ჩṙ ₟ʑಽ ⧩ᮥ ঱ ə ࠥ᜽a ᳑ɩ ᅖᰂ⧕ḩ ä z݅Ł  
ᔾb⧩݅. ᨕॵa ᅖᰂ⧕ḡಅŁ ⦹໕ əভᇡ░ ᰆᗭa ݅ࡽ. ə౑ ᰍၙෝ 
᦭í ࡹᨕi อⓝ ᯕ ࠥ᜽a ᅖᰂ⧕Ჭᮥ ᷩᮭᨱ۵ ݅ෙ ᰆᗭॅࠥ ᔾĉԍ݅.  
ə ࠥ᜽ᨱᕽ ᮁᯝ⦹í ᦥ۵ ᔍ௭ᮥ อӹ్ a۵ ʙ, ₉₞ ၷᮝಽ ྕᝍ⎵  
ḡӹⅅ޹ ⣮Ğॅ, ᨙɪ⧁ อⓝ ᰍၭḡ۵ ᦫḡอ ༉ᮝ໕ ᳡ ᰍၭᨕḡ۵  
e❱ ྙǍॅ, ᕽᬙŝ ཹ⦹í ᨕɬӹ ᯩ۵ ᯕŔ᮹ ᜽e qbᯕ ࠥऽ௝ḡ۵ 
ᰆᗭॅ, ‘ᕽᬙᨱࠥ ਂᅗᯕᨱ ☁ᜅ✙ ⁮ᨕ ບ۵ ߑ ᯩᨕ?’, ‘ᕽᬙ ᧁॅࠥ  
ᕽᬙᨱ ᯩ۵ ݡ⦺ aŁ ᝗ᨕ⧕?’
 ᩍʑa µօ Ḳ ᩍʑa µօ ᨥษa ⦹ᗉ޹ ၙᬊᝅᯕ᧝ ⦹໑ ᅕᩍᵡ 
µ᮹ Ł⨆, ᦥḢࠥ q ᔍŝ ݡ⇵ ᕾඹ zᮡ ŝᝅᙹෝ aЙ۵ ݉ࠦᵝ┾ॅ, 
ӹ ᨕต ᱢᨱӹ ḡɩᯕӹ סᯕ░ᨱ۵ ᦥᯕॅŝ ᦥᵭษॅŝ ⧁ນॅܩᯕ  

  ᨧᮝ໕ ߑ i ్ס ,᪅۵Ǎӹ ్ס
  ۵Ǎӹ ᦭í ⧕ᵡࡹ ໕ס ᯕ░ᨱᕽס
ԉ᮹ ࠺օ, ᩍʑᕽ ӹŁ ᯱ௝Ł  
ᔍ௭ ᔍȡŁ ႑ᬑŁ ⪝ᯱ ࠭ᦥ݅ܩŁ  
  Ł ⬭Ắᩡ݅Ł ⧁ ভษ݅ݡౢ̥
ນภᗮᮝಽ əಅᅙ ə ᔍ௭᮹ ⇽ᝁ  

that felt like a dime a dozen. […] Still, on my third visit  
,�VRPHKRZ�WKRXJKW�WKH�FLW\�ZRXOG�JURZ�LQ�FRPSOH[LW\�� 
When “somewhere”�EHJLQV�WR�EH�PRUH�FRPSOH[��WKDW�LV�ZKHQ�
the “somewhere” becomes a place. By the time I came to enjoy 
the city on that level, I began noticing other places. I’m on  
my way to see the only person I know in that city, scenes 
passing by out the window, shop signs that become interesting 
only when seen all together, places where time seems to be 
at odds with the time in Seoul, Do you have places in Seoul 
where you dip toast in tteokbokki? and Do kids in Seoul also 
want to go to uni in Seoul?
 She showed me her hometown, saying this was where she 
used to live, this was where her mum’s hair salon was; streets 
of  houses that still have gardens with persimmon, apple, date, 
pomegranate trees; the playground where children, ajummas, 
and grannies gathered, just as they did when I was a child, 
the playground in someone else’s neighborhood that made 
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me realize I was welcomed if I had nowhere else to go; the 
background I’d pictured in my head every time she said this 
is where I was born, raised, met this and that person, studied 
this and that, roamed about alone, lazed about, sniveled; the 
perfect location we’re still searching for, where we would sit by 
WKH�ðUH��GULQN�FRσHH��JR�RQ�ZDONV��UHDG��IRRO�DURXQG��WUDYHO�WKH�
world; the graphics of this city I’d picture at the words “/HW’s 
meet up in metaverse too, we’ll have fun.”
 
7 0DULD�/LQG��<RX�FDQ�FRQWDLQ�QHLWKHU�WKLQJV�QRU�SHRSOH��
They will inevitably take their own routes and perform various 
mutations. It is like writing [...] I do not want to let things slip 
away.”9

 
8 I stood against the window looking up into the trees.  
In our high school, the senior year classrooms were all  
RQ�WKH�ðUVW�ñRRU��DQG�ZH�JRW�WKH�ZLQG�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�JRLQJ�RQ�

႑Ğ, ə ᔍ௭ŝ ᇩ άŁ ⍅⦝ ษ᜽Ł ᔑ₦⦹Ł ₦ ᯞŁ ݆יÑญŁ ᖙᔢ  
ǍĞ⦹ಅŁ ₟ᦥ ⩅ๅ۵ ᵲᯙ Ŗ࠺᮹ ಽ⍡ᯕᖹ, ີ┡ქᜅᨱᕽࠥ อӹᕽ  
ᰍၭí ᯱס ั⧁ ভ ਁ᪍ฑ ᯕ ࠥ᜽᮹ ə௹⦞ʭḡ.”

7 ฑऽ : (...) ᨕਅ äࠥ, ᨕਅ ᔍ௭ࠥ ᨖ٥ෝ ᙹ۵ ᨧᵁ. ᯕॅᮡ ⦥ᩑ

ᱢᮝಽ ᜅᜅಽ᮹ ʙᮥ ₟Ł ݅᧲⦽ ᄡ⪵ෝ ᙹ⧪⧁ ä᯦݅ܩ. əäᮡ  
ษ⊹ ɡᥑʑ zᵁ. (...) ᱡ۵ ᨕਅ äᯕ  
ᜍəນܩ ḡӹaí ࢱŁ ᝗ḡ ᦫ᜖9 .݅ܩ 

8 ₞ྙᨱ ᇺᨕᕽ ӹྕෝ ᪍ಅ݅ᅕᦹ݅. 
Ł॒⦺Ʊ 3⦺֥ᮡ 1⊖ᮥ ៝Ł, ᨙᱽӹ ޵  
ฯᮡ ԥᔩෝ ޵ ዉญ โᦹ݅. ᦥᯕॅᮡ  
ᛍ۵ ᜽eᯕ໕ ⮕ḡෝ ክญ్ ֵ݅Ł,  
₦ᔢษ݅ ᔪᯕ ݅ෙ ᜅ☒ᬭ⊹a ״ᩍᯩᨩ݅.
 ᩍᯱŁ॒⦺Ʊ۵ ⩥᳕⦹۵ ⩢໦ᱢ Ŗeᯕ݅. Ñʑᕽ۵ ๅᯝ ႅ  
἞ḡ᪡ ᝙ᬡ, ┅ᜅಽ ݍಅa۵ ┅ᜅa ᯝᨕӽ݅. ᨕ۱ ԁ ນญෝ Ṉí  
ᯱ෕Ł ӹ┡ӽ օ ໦᮹ ⦺ᔾॅᯕ�)�ಽ ᇩญ໑ ᯙʑ༑ᯕ⦹ʑࠥ ⦹Ł,  
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əäᮥ ḡ⍽ᅕ۵ ݅ෙ ᯙeॅᮡ ᱅օ ᪽ ᱡ్Ա, ᝗ᨕḡʑࠥ ⦽݅. ᩍᯱ 
Ł॒⦺Ʊ᮹ ᯝ┩ᮡ ၙ⃹ ᨙᨕ⪵ࡹḡ ༜⦽ ޶ᇥᨱ ᕽಽෝ ྕ෯ᨱ ᦪ⯭݅. 
⦺Ʊ௝۵ q᪆ᨱᕽ Ʊᅖᯕ௝۵ ᴥᙹᅖᮥ ᯦ʑ۵ ⧩ᨕࠥ... əŔᮡ  
⃽ǎᯕ݅.
 “༉ु ᮹᜾ᨱᕽ ᯝǑ᮹ ᩍᯱॅᯕ ‘ᔍԊí’ ࠺ᖒᧁ סᯕෝ ⧩݅.”10 

9 ᯕ ᩢ⪵۵ __ᨱ š⦽ ᩢ⪵݅, ௝Ł ᖅ໦⦹۵ ᯝᨱ ᨕಅᬡᮥ ۱ӡ݅. 
ᩍ్ ᯕᮁa ᯩḡอ, ݅ݡᙹ᮹ ᯲⣩ᨱ ᳡⃹ౝ ᯕ᯦⦹ʑ ᨕಖ݅۵ äᯕ  
ⓑ ᯕᮁᯝ ▭݅. ə݅ḡ Ḳᵲ⦹ḡ ᦫᦹḡอ ᦥḢࠥ ʑᨖ⦹۵ ᰆ໕ ⦹ӹ. 
「⪵ᯕ」ᨱᕽ ᦥᱡᦉ  
⦹ӹa ᩍᯱ ΍᜽۵ 
ჶᯕ௝໑ ᖅ໦⦽݅. 
ᨥḡ, áḡ,  
ᔩӝෝ ⠙݅.  
vᱽಽ௝ࠥ ༙ᮥ  
อḡ໕ ၹᮡ օ äᯕ  
 Ł ั⦹໑ ᗱᮥ݅ࡽ

much faster. During breaks, kids would borrow tissues from 
HDFK�RWKHU��DQG�VWRSZDWFKHV�RI�GLσHUHQW�FRORUV�ZHUH�SODFHG� 
on every desk.
 A girls’ high school is an actual revolutionary space. 
6FULEEOHG�QRWHV��ðJKWV��NLVVHV�UXQQLQJ�WR�NLVVHV�DUH�D�QLJKWO\�
RFFXUUHQFH�WKHUH��)RXU�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�VKRZ�XS�RQH�GD\�ZLWK�
VKRUW�KDLU�DQG�EH�LQVWDQWO\�ODEHOHG�)��DQG�FDXVH�D�VHQVDWLRQ��
while others wonder, not getting the craze. The deviancies at a 
girls’ high school have no language and allow us to invite each 
other on our laps. We may be prisoners in school uniforms... 
but the prison is also heaven.
 At every celebration a group of women engaged in “rough” 
homosexual play.10

 
9 ,�ðQG�LW�GLτFXOW�WR�GHVFULEH�RU�VXP�XS�D�ðOP��7KHUH�DUH�
YDULRXV�UHDVRQV�ZK\��EXW�WKH�ELJJHVW�PD\�EH�WKDW�,�ðQG�LW�
GLτFXOW�WR�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�PRVW�ðOPV��7KHUH’s a scene I remember 
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ၙ⊽ ॐᯕ ⮵ु݅. ⓕญ☁ญᜅ۵ ԉᖒॅ ᔍᯕᨱᕽ ⏊ᮝಽ ᇩಙ݅. 
 ั⦹ᯱ໕ ⏊ᮥ ᳕ӹ እእ௝۵ Õߑ, ӹ۵ ⏊ᮥ อᲙ᧝ ⦽݅Ł  
ั⦹۵ ᯕᨱíࠥ ə ัᮥ ॄ۵ ᯕᨱࠥ ᯕ᯦⦹ḡ ༜⦽݅. ⏊ᮡ ᳕ӹ ᦥ⥥݅. 
⏊ᮡ ᳕ӹ ḽ᷾ӽ݅. ⏊ᮡ ᳕ӹ ⍅Კᕽ թෝ ʵᦥྪ}Ł թᨱí ኵᮥ ᡕᕽ  
ձ ḡᲙქต äᯕ݅... əäᮡ ⏊ŝ ᱥ⩡ ݅෕í ᔾĝ݅. ั⦹ᯱ໕  
Ḳíၽŝ zᮡ Ǎ᳑ෝ aᲭ݅. ᯕ☁ಾ ᇩ⏭⦹໑ ᯕ᯦ࠥ ᦩ ۵ࡹ äᮥ  
᪅௹ ʑᨖ⦽݅۵ äᯕ ԕa ɡᮥ ᥑí ࡽ ᯕᮁᯝ äᯕ݅. ٥Ǎᅕ݅  
Ḳíၽᮥ ᔍ௲⦽݅۵ ä ੱ⦽.

    ݅ᯱᯕ ᪅ᔍྕ, ၙ᜽ษ ᮁ┅᪅,  
ྕ௝⋕ၙ ⦹൉┅, ᯕॅ᮹ ⟹෕ᗭӹᨱ  
ᯕ᯦⦹ʑෝ ຩ⇵ʑ. ᯕॅ᮹ ᯱ᮹᜾ᨱ  
ၹ᮲⧕ᵝḡ ᦫʑ. ə్໕ ᖙᔢᮡ  
अḲ⯱ äᯕ݅. 

10     ⓕญᜅ☁ญ ੱ۵ ⩅௝ⓕ౩ᜅಽ  
᪅⧕ၼŅ ⦹۵ ᬑญ ᮭ⧖᮹ ᯕ෥ᮡ  
ⓕญ☁ญᜅ݅.   

vividly though I hadn’t paid much attention at the time.  
,Q�+ZD\L��0RQVWHU�%R\��GLU��-DQJ�-XQKZDQ���������D�PLGGOHG�
DJHG�PDQ�H[SODLQV�KRZ�WR�ZLQ�ZRPHQ�RYHU��([WHQG�WKH�WKXPE��
IRUHðQJHU��DQG�SLQN\�ðQJHU��2QFH�\RX�WRXFK�D�ZRPDQ’s body 
even by force, she’s half-way to being yours, he says, and jerks 
KLV�KDQG�YLJRURXVO\��0HQ�XVHG�WR�FDOO�WKH�FOLWRULV�D�SHD�
 Basically what he’s saying is to rub the pea real good,  
but I cannot identify with him or the person listening to him. 
The pea is in fucking pain. The pea’s fucking annoyed.  
The pea’s going to fucking blow up to the size of a snowball 
and crush you, it’ll shoot laser beams at you and burn your 
skin... The clitoris looks nothing like a pea. In fact it resembles 
a pincer. That I have to carry a scene like that for years amid 
UHSXOVLRQ�DQG�WKH�FRPSOHWH�ODFN�RI�LGHQWLðFDWLRQ�DUH�SUREDEO\�
what led me to write this. And, of course, my love for the pincer.
 'D]DL�2VDPX��0LVKLPD�<XNLR��0XUDNDPL�+DUXNL��7R�VWRS�
identifying with the personae they create, to refuse to respond 
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     ⓕญ☁ญᜅ۵ ᜽ࠥ ভࠥ ᨧᯕ  
  ᨱ ᕽʑ ᱥᯕӹݡྕ .ɝÑฑ݅ࢱ
ᚁḲ ྙᮥ ᩕᨕᱷ⯱ ভ ᫙ᨱࠥ ᇩ᜽ᨱ 
᳕ᰍෝ ᦭ฑ݅. ᔩ ⥥ಽ᱾✙ᨱ ₊ᙹ⧁ 
ভӹ ᔾᱥ ⃹ᮭ อӹ۵ ᔍ௭ᯕ ԕ  
ᯙᔾᨱ ᯦ᰆ⧁ ä zᮡ ᙽe, ᱽ šᝍᮥ 
ҥ۵ ݡᔢ᮹ ॒ᰆᨱ ᝍऽౢ⦽ ┽ࠥෝ 

ქญŁ ⓕญ☁ญᜅ۵ ၶ࠺⦽݅. ⓕญ☁ญᜅ۵ ྕ⃺ᯕӹ ᖍᖙ⦹Ł ȡᩞŁ 
ྕᨨᅕ݅ ᯱᝁᮥ ۵࠶ ᯱෝ ۵݅࠶. 
      ԕa ᵝʑࠥྙᅕ݅ ᯱᵝ ᫙ᬑ۵ ัᮡ ᯕäᯕ݅. ⓕญ☁ญᜅa  
ʑጱ⦹۵ ᯝᮥ ⦹ᖙ᫵.

11 ᪅ऽญ ಽऽ᮹ ྙᰆᮡ ḡɩࠥ ᨕਅ ⋕⟹ᨱᕽ ᯝᨕӹŁ ᯩᮥ ݡ⪵ᨱ 
š⧕ ᔾb⦹ࠥಾ ۵݅࠶.
 “⮲ᯙ ᩍᖒᮡ ⮲ᯙ ԉᖒᮝಽᇡ░ ᯕ౑ ัᮥ ȡᨱ ༜ᯕ ၶ⯩ࠥಾ  
ॄ۵݅. ‘թ⦽▭۵ ӹ zᮡ ԉᯱࠥ ᦥʾḡ. ӹ zᮡ ԉᯱ ᨧᨕ. əญŁ  
໦ᝍ⧕ ࣍. ӽ ᨙᱽु ক ᩍᯱᨱí i ᙹ ᯩᨕ. ə్ܩ ԕ ᩧᨱ ᯩŁ ᝗ᮝ໕ 

to their ego. This is how to overturn the world.
 
10 7KH�FOLWRULV�VRPHWLPHV�PLVWDNHQO\�WULSV�Rσ�RXU�WRQJXH� 
as clistory or heracles.
 7KH�FOLWRULV�FDQ�TXLFNHQ�DW�WKH�OLIW�RI�D�ðQJHU��,W�PDNHV�LWV�
presence known randomly, the moment before I walk on stage 
or open the door of a bar. When I embark on a new project or 
feel someone, who’s unlike anyone, is about to walk into  
P\�OLIH��WKH�FOLWRULV�FDVWV�Rσ�LWV�XVXDO�LQGLσHUHQFH�DQG�SXOVHV�
ZLWK�UHNLQGOHG�LQWHUHVW��7KH�FOLWRULV�LV�H[TXLVLWHO\�GHOLFDWH�DQG�
cute and above all helps those that help themselves.
 :RUGV�,�UHSHDW�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�WKDQ�WKH�/RUG’s Prayer: Do 
what pleases the clit.

11 $XGUH�/RUGH�KHOSV�PH�FRQVLGHU�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�
likely to still be ongoing in some café or other.
 All too often the message comes loud and clear to Black 
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ᱽᯱญ ᯹ ḡ⍽. ᩍᯱॅӝญ ༑ಅ݅ܩḡ ั௝Ł. ᦩ ə్໕ ԕ ᯦ᨱᕽ  
‘౩ᷩእᨙ’ ᗭญ ӹ᪍ ᵥ ᦭ᦥ. əญŁ əÙಽ թ௲ ӹ௲ᮡ Ҿᯕ᧝.’”11

 ⮲ᯙ ᩍᖒॅᮡ ᬑญa Ŗᮁ⦹۵ Ŗ☖᮹ ᯕ⧕šĥෝ ᯙ᜾⦹Ł  
ᯕᨱ঑௝ ⧪࠺⦹ʑᅕ݅۵, ᯕ౨í ԉᯱॅ᮹ ᜽ᖁᨱ ঑௝ ᯱᝁᮥ  
⠪a⦹Ł ԉᖒ᮹ ᵝ༊ᮥ ၼᮝಅŁ ᕽಽ Ğᰢ⦹ࠥಾ ᔍ⫭⪵ࡹᨕᯩ݅. 
 ᯕ⁅ᨱᕽ 21ᖙʑ ⦽ǎᨱᕽ ჭᨕḥ ᯝಉ᮹ ᔍÕᮥ ʑᨖ⧕ᅕᯱ.  
ᱫᮡ ᩍᖒᮥ ᵲᝍᮝಽ ᇩჶ ↍ᩢ ⠙❭ᙹᔍෝ Ƚ┥⦹۵ ‘ᇩ⠙⦽ ᬊʑ’  
᜽᭥, 4B(እ⪝,እ⇽ᔑ,እᖚᜅ,እᩑᧁ)ᬕ࠺, ┩⎵෕ᖬ ᬕ࠺ᯕ ᯝᨕԍ݅. 
⊽Ǎॅ᮹ ⪵ᰆჶŝ ั⚍a ᄡ⦽ äࠥ ᯕ⁅ᯕᨩ݅. ᯕॅᮡ ᪅௹ࡽ ԉᯱ

⊽Ǎ᪡ ⩅ᨕᲭŁ, ౩ᷩⓕ౞ᯕ ᨕॵᨱ ᯩԱŁ ྜྷᨩᮝ໑, ᔍᝅ ᵲ⦺ᔾ ভ 
ᯱᵝ ᝙ᬑ޹ ᩍᯱᧁa ᯩᨩ݅Ł  
ั⧕᪵݅. ᬑญ۵ ᱽࠥಽᕽ᮹  
ᯕᖒᧁᨱ š⧕ ਁॅᨩ݅. ݅᜽  
ั⧕, ᯝǑ᮹ ᩍᯱॅᮡ ᩍᯱෝ  
ᔍ௲⦹۵ ᩍᯱa ࡹᨩ݅.  
ᵝ᜽⦹Ł ݉ᗮ⦹۵ ᜽ᖁᨱᕽ  
ჸᨕӹ ᯱᝁ᮹ ᫶฾ᮥ  

women from Black men: “I am the only prize worth having and 
there are not too many of me, and remember, I can always go 
elsewhere. So if you want me, you’d better stay in your place 
which is away from one another, or I will call you ‘lesbian’ and 
wipe you out.”11 
 %ODFN�ZRPHQ�DUH�SURJUDPPHG�WR�GHðQH�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWKLQ�
this male attention and to compete with each other for it rather 
than to recognize and move upon our common interests.
 /HW’s think back the series of events we’ve witnessed in 
.RUHD�LQ�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\��WKH�“Inconvenient Courage” protests 
DJDLQVW�WKH�LPSOLFLW�ELDV�LQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�RI�XQODZIXO�ðOPLQJ��
videotaping, or photographing of another, the “4B” or  
“)RXU�1R’s”�PRYHPHQW��QR�WR�PDUULDJH��FKLOGELUWK��VH[��GDWLQJ���
and the “corset-free” movement. Around this period was when  
my friends’ makeup and tone of voice began to change.  
They broke up with their long-term boyfriends, asked where 
lesbian clubs were, said there had been this one girl they used 
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ॅᩍ݅ᅕᦹŁ, ᯕäᮡ ᩍ┽ ᖚᜅᅕ݅ ᝍ⦽ Ʊඹෝ ⧕᪵ᮝ໕ᕽࠥ ᩑᧁᯝ 
ᙹ ᨧᨩ޹ äॅᮥ ᯕ ᯱญᨱ ᇩ్݅ ״ᦹ݅. 
  ᬑญ۵ ᦭Ł ᯩ݅. ᖙᔢᨱ ᳕ᰍ⦹۵ ༉ु ɡᮥ ᯞ۵ äᅕ݅ օ❑,  
⋱೅, ᯙʑ ฯ޹ ə ᧁෝ ษᵝ⊹۵ äᯕ ভಽ ኼᅕ݅ ዁෕Ł Ǎᅕ݅  
᪥ᱥ⦹݅۵ äᮥ.
 “ (...) ӹ۵ օ❑ᨱí ᱱᱱ ޵ 
ᯱᕾ⃹ౝ ᯕҭಙ݅. ๅᯝ ᦥ⋉  
ᯝᨕԁ ভᇡ░ əԁ ᅖࠥᨱᕽ  
օ❑ෝ ษᵝ⋁ ᙹ ᯩᮥʭ ᨧᮥʭอ  
ᔾb⧩݅. ᬑᩑ⯩ อӹḡ ༜⦹໕  
wᮡ ⦲ĥෝ อॅᨕᕽ ə Ḳ  
Ⅹᯙ᳦ᮥ ٭ౡ݅. (...) ԕa  
ᅕŁ ᝗ᮡ Õ ᪅Ḣ օ❑, օ❑ᩡ݅. 
ԕ ᗱᮡ ᨙᱽӹ ԕ ༙ᨱᕽ ጸᨕӹa ə ᩍᯱ᮹ ᨝Ǖᮥ, ❵ᮥ, ᩧǍญෝ อ
ḩ ┽ᖙෝ w⇵Ł ᯩᨩ݅. ӹ۵ əෝ ᩕ฾⧩݅. ə۵ ԕa ࠥྕḡ ٩ᮥ ࠭
ต ᙹa ᨧ۵ ᨕਅ a܆ᖒ᮹ ʑᬕᮥ ԕᐽŁ ᯩᨩ݅. ӹ۵ ᬱ⧕...... ӹ۵ 
ᬱ⧕...... ԕa ᬱ⦹۵ í ྵḡ۵ ༉෕āḡอ.”12 

to bicker with in middle school. We talked about the institution 
RI�KHWHURVH[XDOLW\��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��D�SDFN�RI�ZRPHQ�FDPH�WR�
ORYH�ZRPHQ��)UHHG�IURP�WKH�REVHUYLQJ��FRQWUROOLQJ�JD]H��ZH�
looked at our own desires and named the intimacies that went 
GHHSHU�WKDQ�VH[�WKDW�ZH’d always shared but hadn’t considered 
URPDQWLF�RU�VH[XDO�
 7KLV�ZH�NQRZ��6RPHWLPHV��HQFRXQWHULQJ�D�1HWWLH�� 
a Carol, or that popular girl can be quicker than light and more 
encompassing than a sphere than it is to read the entire body 
of written works in the world.
 I saw the change in her, and was magnetized. I would wake 
up in the morning and wonder if I was going to run into her in the 
KDOO�WKDW�GD\��,I�,�GLGQőW�,őG�ƂQG�DQ�H[FXVH�WR�ULQJ�KHU�EHOO��>���@�,W�ZDV�
her I wanted to see, only her. And I wanted to touch her. My hand 
was always threatening to shoot away from my body out toward 
her face, her arm, her side. I yearned toward her. She radiated  
a kind of promise I couldn’t stay away from, I wanted… I wanted…  
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 ᯕॅᮡ อ⪵ෝ əญÑӹ ɡᮥ ᥑŁ, ᯲ᨦᝅᮥ Ǎ⦹Ñӹ Ǎ⦹ḡ  
ᦫᮝ໑, ᨙɪ⦹۵ ä᳑₉ ᙹ⊹ᜅ౞í ᩍĉḡ޹ ‘౩ᷩእᨙ’ᯕ௝۵ ݉ᨕෝ 
aḡŁ ݅ם. ᨥษ۵ ᨥษእᨙᯕ ࡹŁ  
⩅▭ಽ۵ ⩅▭ಽእᨙᯕ ݅ࡽ.  
ᖙᔢᮡ Ñݡ⦽ ᩍᯱŁ॒⦺Ʊa ݅ࡽ. 
ĥᗮ⧕ᕽ ᯦⦺⦹໑ ᩢᬱ⯩ ə ᦩᨱ  
ນྕෙ݅. ⦽ǎ ḡญ᪡ ᮅญ᪡  
ᔍᔢᮥ ĥᗮ⧕ᕽ ႑ᬙ ᙹࠥ ᯩ݅.  
ӹ۵ ᖙᔢᨱᕽ aᰆ ⧪ᅖ⦽ ⦺ᔾᯕ  
  ɝၙ௹᮹ ޹⦹ᯕÕ ԕa ᔢᔢ .݅ࡽ
⦞ᖹᯕ໑ ᪅۹ԁ᮹ ם⦞ᖹᯕ݅. 
 ₞᯲ᮥ ᷱʑ۵ ᱫᮡ ౩ᷩእᨙॅᮡ Ñ✙൉ऽ ᜅ┡ᯙᮥ ݏᦹ݅.  
Ñ✙൉ऽ ᜅ┡ᯙᮡ ั⧩݅. “ᮁݡᯙॅᮡ ᖙ ᔍ௭᮹ ┢ᬵ⦽ ⃽ᰍෝ  
႑⇽⧩݅. ᩩᙹ᪡ ᜅ⦝ᯱי əญŁ ӹ݅.”13

12 ӹ۵ aҵ ⩥ᝅ᮹ ᨕਅ ᳑Õŝࠥ ྕš⦹í ᪥ᱥ⯩ ᯱᮁಽᬕ ʑᇥᨱ 
ᔍಽᰂ⯱ ভa ᯩ݅. ᨕ۱ ⦹൉ ᰁʱ ə౨í ݅ࡽ. əౕ ভ ԕa ⦹۵  

I didn’t know what I wanted.12

 These women draw cartoons, write, search or doesn’t 
search for a studio, play with the word lesbian at a time when 
even saying the word was considered shameful. We say 
motherbian, we say heterobian. The world has become one 
giant girls’ high school. Everyday new students enroll to stay 
forever within its walls. They could continue learning there, 
DERXW�.RUHDQ�JHRJUDSK\��HWKLFV��DQG�LGHDV��,�DP�WKH�KDSSLHVW�
VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KLV�LV�ERWK�WKH�ðFWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH� 
I’G�DOZD\V�GUHDPW�DQG�WKH�QRQðFWLRQ�RI�WRGD\�
 Young creative lesbians resemble Gertrude Stein. Gertrude 
Stein said The Jews have produced only three originative 
geniuses: Christ, Spinoza, and myself.13

12 Sometimes I am seized by a feeling of complete freedom 
irrespective of my practical reality. Once in a while, for a brief 
time. In those moments, my thoughts echo Vivian Gornick’s 
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words: at this moment, I love everybody.14

 ,�ORRN�DFURVV�0DUURQLHU�3DUN��,Q�VXPPHU�,’d wrap my arm 
around anyone’s shoulder. There are three things I love most in 
WKH�ZRUOG��WH[W��HURV��DQG�P\VHOI�

1  “)LUVW�.LVV�” First Kill, created by Victoria Schwab, 
season 1, episode 1, WaterWalk Entertainment, Belletrist 
Productions, 1HWƃL[.

2   /RLV�:��%DQQHU��Intertwined Lives: Margaret Mead, Ruth 
Benedict, and Their Circle �1HZ�<RUN��$OIUHG�$��.QRSI��������
100. trans. Byeongseon Jeong, Margaret Mead and Ruth 
Bendict (Seoul: Hyeonamsa, 2016), 166

3   Ibid., 172.
4  Ibid., 159.
5   Hannah Seo, Sarangui Euneo�>7KH�-DUJRQ�RI�/RYH@���3DMX��

Geulhangari, 2021), 166. 

ᔾbᯕ௡ እእᨙ Łܪ᮹ ྙᰆŝ z݅. “ᯕ ᙽe, ༉ु ᔍ௭ᮥ ᔍ௲⧁  
ᙹࠥ ᯩ݅.”14 
 ษಽܩᨱ Ŗᬱᮥ ၵ௝ᅕŁ ᕽᕽ ᔾb⦽݅. ᩍ෥ᨵ ٥Ǎ᪡ࠥ  
ᨕˉྕ࠺⧁ ᙹ ᯩ݅Ł. ԕa ᖙᔢᨱᕽ aᰆ ᳬᦥ⦹۵ ᖙ aḡa ᯩ݅.  
▮ᜅ✙, ᨱಽᜅ, əญŁ ӹ݅.
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ᕽ⦽ӹ

『ᔍ௲᮹ ᮡᨕ』(2021)᪡ 『⦝ญ ᇡ۵ ᩍᯱॅ』(2020)ᮥ ៝݅. ɡᨱ ݡ⦽  
⠪a ᵲ ၹaᭁ޹ äᮝಽ “ᚁ ⦽᯵⦹ᯱŁ ⦹໕ ᧁܩ┡ᯥ ᛩᨕᯝ ᱶࠥಽ 
ᰆᗭෝ ษჶ⪵᜽⍽...”௝۵ ัᯕ ᯩ݅. ᩍᯱa ᯱᝁᮥ ᔍ௲⦹í ۵ࡹ  
ᙽe ಽ้ᜅa ᜽᯲݅ࡽŁ ᔾb⦽݅.

Hannah Seo
Hannah Seo has authored The Jargon of Love (2021) and The 
Female Pied Pipers (2020). One of the favorite comments she 
received from a reader is "Her writing makes the place so 
magical that if she invites me for a drink, I would say, Sure, 
anytime.” She believes romance begins when a woman loves 
herself.

(Seoul: Humanitas, 2018)
12   Gornick, 38.
13  Tania Schlie, Wo Frauen ihre Bücher schreiben��0şQFKHQ��

7KLHOH�9HUODJ���������WUDQV��*LFKHRO�1DP��*HXOVVHQHXQ�
yeojaui gonggan [The Place of a woman who writes], (Paju: 
Yibom, 2016) 58.

14   Gornick, 101.



Pre-exhibition Workshop Worlding-with

The written works and phrases were produced as part of  
D�SUH�H[KLELWLRQ�ZRUNVKRS�WLWOHG�Worlding-with for the 2022 
$5.2�$UW�	�7HFK�)HVWLYDO��%RVXQ��+DQQDK�6HR��%RUD�/HH�.LO��
DQG�0LQD�+D��WKH�IRXU�SDUWLFLSDQWV��GLVFXVVHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
over three meetings: strategies for sharing friendship, methods 
of transforming language into other senses, and various ways 
RI�H[FKDQJLQJ�VWRULHV��$IWHU�WKH�ZRUNVKRSV��WKH\�FUHDWHG�
written works based on their conversations and their own 
LQWHUHVWV��7KH�HQWLUH�WH[W�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�WHDVHU�ZHEVLWH�
DQG�$5.2�$UFKLYH�/RXQJH��DQG�VHOHFWHG�SKUDVHV�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�RI�WKH�RQOLQH�H[KLELWLRQ�Mycelium Garden.

ᔍᱥᬭⓍ᙮ 「⧉̹-ᖙĥอॅʑ Worlding-with」

ᯕ ɡŝ ྙᰆᮡ 2022 ᦥ෕⎵ ᮖᅖ⧊ ᩩᚁ ⟹ᜅ❑ჭ «দᗮ əྜྷ ᯕ᧝ʑ»᮹ 
ᔍᱥ ᬭⓍ᙮ᯙ  「⧉̹-ᖙĥอॅʑ Worlding-with」᮹ ᯝ⪹ᮝಽ  
᯲ᖒࡹᨩ᜖݅ܩ. օ ໦᮹ ₙᩍᯱ ᅕᖁ, ᕽ⦽ӹ, ᯕʙᅕ௝, ⦹ၙӹ۵  
3⫭᮹ ᬭⓍ᙮ᨱᕽ ᬑᱶᮥ ᱥ⦹۵ ᱥఖ, ᨙᨕෝ ݅ෙ qbᮝಽ ᱥ⪹⦹۵  
ႊჶ, ᯕ᧝ʑෝ Ʊ⪹⦹۵ ݅᧲⦽ ႊ᜾ᨱ š⧕ ᯕ᧝ʑෝ ӹ٥ᨩ᜖݅ܩ.  
ᬭⓍ᙮ ᯕ⬥ 4ᯙ᮹ ⦥ᯱॅᮡ ⧉̹ ӹݡ ٩⪵᪡ bᯱ᮹ šᝍᔍෝ ၵ┶ᮝಽ 
ɡᮥ ᯲ᖒ⦹ᩡᮝ໑, ɡ᮹ ᱥྙᮡ ❑ᱡ ᭚ᔍᯕ✙᪡ ᦥ⋕ᯕቭ௝ᬕḡᨱᕽ,  
ྙǍ۵ ᪉௝ᯙ ᱥ᜽š ‹Ɂᔍℕ᮹ ᱶᬱ›᮹ ᖙĥ ᗮᨱ ॒ᰆ⧊݅ܩ. 

Translated by Emily Yae Won




