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Andy4(Seoul Art Friend)

Hi. My name is Andy st. Louise. | am an art critic based here in Seoul. | run an on—line
platform called Seoul Art Friend and | am the editor of Seoul ArtAsiaPacific magazine and |
contribute to other international art magazines mostly writing about Korean contemporary
art. | also have a book coming out at the end of this year which focuses on 25 young Korean

artists from the MZ generation. Thank you so much for having me.
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Andy4(Seoul Art Friend)

Yes. So Eff & introduced me as a founder of Seoul Art Friend, and this is certainly the more
public style of my activities in the art world. But actually when | introduce myself to the
people | alway just introduce myself as an art critic. And so | made Korean people, friends of
friends, and they sort of look at me like “Okay, that sounds nice, where do you publish your
writing?” and | said “Oh in ArtAsiaPacific or other international magazine.” and then my
friend will say “He also is the founder of Seoul Art Friend.” and they will go “Oh! Seoul
Art Friend! It is Seoul Art Friend!” This happens almost everyday. So you know this is sort
of intentional since the beginning. | really want to separate myself from Seoul Art Friend in
order to be independent, objective and create what | wanted to be a neutral platform for

Korean art to reach a wider audience.
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| basically started Seoul Art Friend in 2018 first as a website. And the purpose of the website
was to publish information about exhibitions in Seoul. At the time there were not many
resources to learn about exhibitions or discover exhibitions happening here unless you speak
Korean. And although it’ s a very small segment of the population and the community here |
felt there was some demand for this. So | started publishing monthly exhibition listings and |
would separate the listings into three categories; museums, galleries and alternative spaces.
| call them alternative spaces. And | would organize it by this neighborhood in the city. And
the idea behind this was so people could discover exhibitions at a similar type of space that

maybe they are interested in.

et ZoIA=H, O GA = B=0E & + H2E MS0M ot A= BAIE &4 2 2SS
S HeE 7 AMES0 d2 i HUSKE, M= Bl +27t

From there | began an instagram account to document images of interesting or significant
exhibitions that | was visiting. And so this has grown and certainly the instagram has long
since eclipsed what the website was trying to do. But it all kind of came from a similar
motivation which was to provide some kind of platform for information, for discovery and to
sort of invite people who may not be familiar with contemporary art to have a look. And
instagram is not really text heavy, it's an image based platform. | think it does appeal to
people regardless of what language they speak, and it’ s been more or less effective in
disseminating information and hopefully encouraging people to become active members of
this community whether it’ s visiting exhibitions, supporting artists, collecting art or maybe

even writing about art themselves. So that’ s kind of a brief intro.
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Andy4(Seoul Art Friend)

So | first moved to Seoul in 2009 and lived here for several years and then left Korea and
then came back. And back in 2009, 2010 | was exposed to and encountered Korean
contemporary art in any sort of meaningful way. You can imagine back then it was even
harder to find out about exhibitions. We had a website called Neolook. It is still online. That

was in 2014.
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It was very hard to find exhibitions but still you know, | really wanted and tried to go around
but what | noticed when | came back in 2018 was so many alternative spaces. And | noticed
this as | said before there were many shows. There would be in one month you know 65
museums shows and 85 gallery shows and like a hundred alternative art space shows at all
these spaces | had never heard of. | had no idea where they were so | looked them up and |
would try to go. And | think | mean this is the Shin—Saeng (M) space sort of stage of this
art scene. And | began to realize how essential those components are for a healthy and fully
functioning art world that is sort of self —sustained where there are opportunities for artists,
for curators and creating more of a well rounded art community and discourse surrounding
it. So | think that is the most notable thing that | saw when | came back in 2018. And it’ s
still continuing. Now the number of exhibitions is rising every month and every year and it

continues to be extremely exciting as a city and as an art community in 2023.
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spaces on the exhibition, where do you draw the line? What is an alternative space and not a

You are asking about how the alternative spaces connect to the market? So, you know this is
minutes. So you know | think a lot of alternative spaces are selling because they just open

always not to come back again to the same thing I've been saying but to categorize the
commercial game, right? | gather that's what we've been talking about for the past 10

Andy4(Seoul Art Friend)



the artists to sell their work and it's an industry that needs to be sustained. So one thing we
saw as sort of a response to this was a new sales platform called the Preview Art Fair which
started in 2021 with funding from Shinhan Card headline branding of course. | think they've
done two or three editions | believe, using non art venues, non art facilities and inviting

alternative spaces as well as some more, you know, overtly commercial spaces.. and some

smaller galleries.

CHotSZHSO0l OfEA A FL HZE & UASK O tislf AR EA = 471272 0l 2= M7t
LSEREAL Sy 22 YALE Z + QUINE, SUsS FEE I o 7822 Us +
UASR? SYHOIX| G2 tetst2 FALER? XM= of7h 10 =280 HHERE AS BHA
HElE « ASA €20 2. B2 UASLS0| X EItse 28 2o H7tE2 =2
HOfSrLCE olof thet S22 P2|7F 2021 HXof EUAE A MetFt=TF 8H JHESt M2 2 & &
oo SHF22 HRE 'Hf ZE| R OFEH O (o5t HZ2|&F)" O|f. K ZE2|F7tofaf 2—-3 2| XHE
s 22 = ot=tl 2. ozt 24 gl 200 tetszts =06ty | = ot 1, dHHel SZHof

And so what happens when you put these alternative or maybe some people believe
nonprofit or somehow you know philanthropic spaces together in the same venue where
everything is selling this further sort of blurs the line between what does an alternative space
means and | think it forces us us all and the whole you know public to see the reality of this
industry. Alternative spaces are not museums. They are not getting large sums of money
from the government or from a private foundation or private individual. And so you know the
preview is not perfect obviously. There are things that are not ideal but | think it allows
everyone to be a little bit more realistic about the reality of living as an artist, as a director of
a space as a curator. And the differences between alternative and commercial are not really
meaningful anymore. So from my perspective | see it as moving in the right direction as a
sort of progress as well as you know, allowing these faces to sort of more publicly or
formally say ‘hey we're not doing this just because it's our passion but because we're trying
to also make a living.” And you know we cannot continue to do this unless there's some
way for people to earn money from this. So if you haven't been to the Preview, you should

check it out. I'm in no way affiliated with the Preview. | think it's a really interesting platform.
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Andy4(Seoul Art Friend)

So, In a time that is changing and | agree it's more and more important and | also think that
the increase in, sort of branding from alternative spaces is correlated with the decrease in
like, a meaning of alternative spaces. So as alternative space, as a brand decreases in
meaning, it's so ambiguous and the lines are blurred more and more then you cannot

identify as, oh, we're alternative space or whatever, right?
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So what can you do? You have to create your own identity and inevitably, through the
branding, as you said, it starts to operate more as a business from a business model and

then we get to where we are today. I'm going to add that.
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