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B The official view

“Arts and heritage in Britain are among our greatest assets,
They bring great cultural and economic benefits and everybody

should have access to them,’

House of Commons Culture, Media and Sport Committee
Funding of the arts and heritage — May 2011

B Some history

(O William Shakespeare received no funding from the Arts Council,
nor did Charles Dickens or the Bronte sisters (J. K, Rowling did).

O J.M. Keynes championed government funding of the arts from
1946 with the principle of ‘arm’s length funding .

(O 1998 ~ 2010 Arts Council funding increased by 150%

(O There is now have a mixed economy of public and private
funding plus revenue, From the mid 90s there was a large
injection of lottery money,

(O New budget restrictions and a greater emphasis on PPI and
philanthropy but arts funding ‘will never be like America’

O National Portfolio : from 2012, organisations apply for funding

on a 3 year cycle — around 750,

B Keeping an arm’s length

The arm’s length principle by which government, national and
local, contributes to the support of artists and the arts through
a mechanism that is separate from day to day party politics.

[--+it---] has served us all, politicians and artists, very well since,

15
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It keeps the arts free of political interference in the content
and nature of creative expression, It protects politicians from
being held accountable for the occasionally outrageous, offensive

or otherwise troublesome work of artists, ..

Dame Liz Forgan, former chair of ACE

The role of the Arts Council is to distribute public funds to
the arts using its knowledge and expertise, Debates about the
artistic merit of individual arts projects, whether funded by
the Arts Council or not, are often subjective and it is not the
role of Parliament to comment on them. It is vital that the arm’'s
length principle, whereby the Arts Council operates independently
of Government, is upheld, However, it is equally important
that decisions by the Arts Council should not be perceived to

be influenced by its own political or artistic prejudices,

It's not perfect but we're incredibly lucky’

B Should we or shouldn't we?

O Yes

— The UK is full of great galleries, museums, theatres, there
is a vibrant arts sector, the creative industries and exports
are flourishing — public funding has worked! Look at the
Olympics,

— Investment in art delivers so many other economic, social and
cultural benefits, It's actually very efficient with government
funding leveraging other funding,

— Government funding is necessary to correct a market failure,

16
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O Maybe
— Restrict funding to education and technical training and to

infrastructure,

O No

— It didn’t happen before 1946,

— Government funding produces waste and mediocrity,

— Art should be subject to the market,

— The state shouldn’'t decide on behalf of the individual or at

least it's problematic and unfair.

It is the mark of a civilised society that its citizens all have

access to arts, culture and heritage,

B Arts in a cold climate

It is inevitable that the combination of spending cuts from
central and local government will have a major impact on the
arts sector., The Arts Council is unable to fund the same
number of projects as it has previously and this will no doubt
result in the loss of some arts organisations, particularly if

they have not made alternative funding arrangements,

- a highly ambitious aim for this country to combine the
best of US—style philanthropic support with the best of
European—style public support,

- surely we must ask ourselves what we can learn from a
country in which cultural giving per capita is £37 a month
compared to just £6 in the UK?

As a small company producing non—mainstream work, we do

not have a track record of support from philanthropists and /

17
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or business., We are not really “sexy enough for many individuals
/ organisations, We fear that only the commercial / popular

work will get supported.

It is not, and should not be, the role of philanthropists to plug
the gap left by receding public subsidy of the arts and heritage.
We have heard a consensual response from arts organisations
and philanthropists that new private investment should be
encouraged but should be additional or, not a substitute for,

public funding,

B Instrumentality (What's art for?)

Too often politicians have been forced to debate culture in
terms only of its instrumental benefits to other agendas —
education, the reduction of crime, improvements in well—being
—explaining — or, in some cases, apologizing for — our investment
in culture in terms of something else, In political and public
discourse in this country we have avoided the more difficult
approach of investigating, questioning and celebrating what

culture actually does in and of itself,

Tessa Jowell, former Secretary of State

through much of the past 50 years, art has been properly
concerned not to cement national identity but to question it, In
that, it continued the great modernist project of ‘making
strange’, of disrupting rather than confirming how we see the

world and our place in it, ..

David Edgar, Guardian newspaper

18
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The social and economic benefits of the arts are not mutually
exclusive from artistic merit, Many of the arts organisations
from which we have heard provide valuable services while also
producing good art, ------ We welcome the Arts Council’'s support
of these arts projects, but this should not take priority over
the need to promote the widest range of art forms based primarily

on quality and future potential,

B Success

I don’t think anybody imagined it would be as successful as it
was, But from the minute the doors opened, people liked the
place, It feels welcoming, That sense of it being free and
unpretentious, It also took away a sense of distancing that a
lot of people tend to feel about art, No one in the past had
access to this kind of work, Modern and contemporary art was
a much more closed, intimidating world, the sole domain of
private galleries, What Tate Modern has done is to bring this

world to a very large public,

Michael Craig—Martin

Where does the city stop
and the museum begin?

19
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B International dimensions — British Council

(O Work with, and alongside, the UK's arts and creative industries
sector to develop strong, sustainable partnerships overseas
and at home, delivering economic benefit and contributing
to a more connected and prosperous society,

O Build strong, inspiring and sustainable projects with a real
and valued legacy, with partner resources as well as our own,

(O Champion and exploit the latest in digital technology to achieve
a richer programme, a broader, more diverse reach, a wider
participation and a real increase in impact,

(O Seek to demonstrate in all our work the connectivity and
interdependence between the arts, the new creative industries
and the cultural economy,

(O Work with other countries to help them build their human
capacity, encouraging talent, artists and creative entrepreneurs
to assist their own development and to experience, learn
from and connect with creativity,

(O Share the best of UK culture overseas through new opportunities

in a spirit of cultural exchange,

We will achieve these goals by championing excellence, diversity

and innovation,

20
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EAIFROZ J7|Z=9| EA|EZ|FO|(urban managerialism)E 225k MZ22 S22 Q4] alakst
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11) ‘Measuring the Value of Culture ; A Report to the Department for Culture For Culture
Media and Sport’, 2008
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